W.Bro Geoff Taylor’s response to W.Bro Harry Rudge
W.Bro. Rudge, I thank you on behalf of the whole Lodge for your presentation.
You have spoken eloquently of your personal friendship with W.Bro. Smirthwaite and his wife Sheila and in particular her kindness in donating this Banner in memory of W.Bro. Geoff.
Sadly I only had the pleasure of knowing him for a comparatively short time. But, in that time i came to know him as a man of warmth, peculiar dedication and great generosity.
He enjoyed a successful career in the Navy and later in education and during that time realised the help which could be given to disabled children by the simple expedient of providing properly designed and manufactured furniture.
In retirement he set up a firm, now Internationally renowned, to manufacture such furniture and I know that only weeks before his death, when his own health was failing, he travelled to Orkney to design a special chair for one particular little girl.
It is the help he so willingly gave to her and countless other children which will be his true legacy and we can count ourselves extremely lucky to have known him as a member of this lodge and, now, to have this magnificent Banner as a permanent reminder of his life.
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