
W.Bro Geoff Taylor’s address to PGM 

Rt. Worshipful Provincial Grand Master; 

On behalf of the Lodge I thank you for the presentation of this fine new banner. 

Perhaps not surprisingly in a Lodge of the antiquity of Benevolent Lodge, the origins of our 
previous banner, now rather delicate, are veiled in the mists of time. We can, however, be 
reasonably sure that it has been in existence for at least one hundred years and probably 
nearer to one hundred and ten to twenty years and that it in turn had had several 
predecessors 

What we can be absolutely certain of is that, despite the great seniority of some of our 
members, none of them wilt have witnessed its dedication. 

We can also be confident that generations of Brethren of Benevolent Lodge will have 
performed their Ceremonies beneath it and the landmarks of their Masonic careers will have 
been enhanced by its presence. 

We can only wonder at how many Brethren will have thought of this banner when they were 
away from the comforts of their Mother Lodge and the inspiration it may have given them 

Inevitably, any symbol as ancient as a banner cannot be detached from the history which 
surrounds it and in which it played its part. Specifically, 70 years ago this very week, Brethren 
of Benevolent Lodge, whose names are recorded on the Memorial m our refectory, took part in the 'D 
Day' landings and would, no doubt, have taken memories of that banner and this Lodge with 
them. 

Exactly 30 years previously, not reflected in the ancient minutes read earlier because they 
would not have known what awaited them as we from our knowledge of history do; 100 years ago, 
this very meeting would have been the last the Brethren of Benevolent Lodge enjoyed in peace 
before the outbreak of the Great War. The most destructive conflict Humankind had ever 
known. 

In the aftermath of both those events the Brethren who returned would have met beneath 
that banner to give thanks for their own deliverance and to remember the sacrifice of those 
who did not return, exactly as we still do to this day. 

As those momentous events slip beyond personal recollection and take their place in history, 
so our old banner has been respectfully retired in favour of its handsome replacement. 

As a father, in the face of advancing years, hands responsibility for his family to his son or 
daughter, in the hope that he has done his job well, so we accept this New Banner in the hope 
and expectation that it will continue to inspire the Brethren of Benevolent Lodge long into the 
future. 

As our predecessors won their Glorious Victories so we hope to follow their example. Not on 
Sea or Land or in the Air as they were forced to do but in the Hearts and Minds of good men 
throughout the World. Under this Banner and in this Lodge we hope that, in true Masonic 
tradition, we will learn to practice out of the Lodge the duties we have been taught in it and by 
so doing contribute to a better society and a more peaceful World. 

In the ceremony this evening this Banner was presented by one much respected senior 
Brother in memory of another. It was escorted by present officers of the Lodge, accompanied 
by one senior and one very recent Past Master as well as two younger Brethren. Finally, the 
Banner was borne by our two newest initiates, truly representing the Past - Present and 
Future of the Lodge. 

We look back on our predecessors and say; - We Remember you - We Respect 

you - We Admire what you Achieved - and We Salute you. 

We look forward to the years to come, confident that the future of this Lodge will be in the 
safe hands of our successors and say; - We anticipate your Success - We have Confidence in 
your Commitment - We Trust in your Achievement - And we Salute you also. 

Rt. Worshipful Provincial Grand Master 

On behalf of Benevolent Lodge I thank you for your presentation and for your message of 
Good Will and Encouragement. 

In turn we pledge to live up to the best traditions of Masonry as represented by this Banner in 
this our much loved Benevolent Lodge. 


